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About this year’s GI Forum Forum objectives

• Enhance coordination among multilateral development banks 
and their development partners to better develop sustainable, 
accessible, resilient, and quality infrastructure for emerging 
countries.

• Focus on how governments and their working partners can 
attract more resources for infrastructure.

• In the context of COVID-19, there will be a focus on ‘building 
back better’ through resiliency and mitigation of future 
pandemic impacts.

Who should attend?

The GI Forum is free of charge to the infrastructure community, 
with delegates joining from governments, investors & lenders, 
MDBs, advisors and other international private and public sector 
organisations.

How do I register?

Register your place via IPFA’s website 
www.ipfa.org/GIForum2020

You will have the opportunity to register your place for each of 
the sessions detailed on the following pages. Please note all 
sessions are recorded and will be available to access after the 
forum on demand. If you register for one webinar you will receive 
an alert with the recordings for all sessions.

MDBs’ role in delivering sustainable infra in 
the COVID-19 era

When? 6-8 October 2020
Where? Online webinars held across multiple time zones

The Global Infrastructure (GI) Forum was established as part 
of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda adopted at the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development in 
2015. Held now for the fourth time since 2016, the GI Forum 
is the product of a collaboration of the Multilateral 
Development Banks (MDBs) to help bridge the infrastructure 
gap in developing countries, a key for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The GI Forum brings together members of the infrastructure 
community to take part in discussions on enhancing the 
development and delivery of infrastructure worldwide. This 
year’s forum is hosted by EBRD and is being organised by 
IPFA. 

This year’s virtual forum will consist of a programme of nine 
60-minute webinars held over three days.

http://www.ipfa.org/GIForum2020
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Day One 6 October

Building a Better 
Future

Session 1 | Building a Better Future

What should MDBs do to ensure development of 
low-carbon sustainable infrastructure for global 
economic recovery?

Perhaps more than in any other previous global crisis in recent 
memory, there is widespread consensus amongst decision-
makers in both developed and emerging markets that 
infrastructure investment holds the key to global economic 
recovery. At the same time, we are also acutely aware of the 
urgency to manage the other looming crisis: Climate Change.

Many Governments, especially in the developing world, are 
already over-stretched financially, and lack the capacity to 
implement the scale of investment needed to simultaneously 
recharge the economic recovery and battle climate change. 
MDBs will be needed more than ever to both provide the much 
needed investment that countries need with a strong tilt to green 
as well as to mobilise the private sector to ensure a more 
resilient future is secured as we emerge from the crisis into 2021 
and beyond.

This opening webinar of the GI Forum will include a dialogue 
between high level representatives of the private sector, 
Government and MDBs to deliver clear messages to the MDB 
community and beyond on navigating these key challenges 
ahead.

Erik Berglof
Chief Economist
AIIB

Marie Lam-Frendo
CEO
G20 Global 
Infrastructure Hub 

Beata Javorcik
Chief Economist
EBRD

Thierry Deau
Founder and CEO
Meridiam

Moderator

Rania A. Al-Mashat
Minister of International 
Cooperation
Arab Republic of Egypt

Nandita Parshad
Managing Director, Sustainable Infra Group                                                              
EBRD                                             

7am Washington | 12pm London | 7pm Singapore

Speakers
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Day One 6 October

The Role of 
Institutional Investors 
during a Pandemic

Session 2 | The Role of Institutional Investors during a Pandemic

Resilient & sustainable infrastructure 
investment in emerging Asia and beyond

Amid the severe fiscal strains of responding to COVID-19, investments 
in infrastructure assets have so far proven resilient. However, COVID-
19 has clearly revealed the need for more resilient investment in this 
asset class and relevant sectors. It has also underscored the need to 
tap more innovative financing to reach the Sustainable Development 
Goals in developing countries. 

Governments were forced to respond rapidly with huge fiscal stimulus 
packages to support economies and vulnerable sectors. The urgent 
need of Asian developing countries’ sustainable infrastructure 
investments will further help recovery and cushion economies against 
future disaster and pandemic events.

Nonetheless, the unprecedented spending of these last few months, 
and the uncertainties ahead, limit governmental budget and debt 
servicing capacities and will likely weigh on private sector investment 
incentives and decisions for sustainable infrastructure.  

Our panel will discuss what is needed from the perspective of 
Institutional investors, the insurance industry and rating agencies to 
establish an enabling ecosystem to overcome long-standing obstacles 
and unlock greater private sector financing, whilst exploring:

• Availability of government resources for such investments
• Impact of the pandemic on the risks associated with     

infrastructure development
• Responses of stakeholders to these challenges
• Ideas that help sustain the financial response to this crisis

Mark Houghton
Head of Global Political 
Risk, Credit & Bond, APAC
AXA XL

Tracey E. Flaherty
Senior VP, Global Head of 
Diversity & Inclusion and 
Public Affairs, Natixis
Chair, Investor Leadership 
Network (ILN)

Ray Tay
Senior Vice President, 
Public, Project & Infra 
Finance Group
Moody’s

Rowan Douglas
Senior Director, Head Climate
and Resilience Hub
Willis Towers Watson
Chair, Insurance 
Development Forum (IDF)

Moderator
Jackie B. Surtani
Director, Infrastructure 
Finance Division
ADB

Sonali Tang 
Regional Director 
ADB

Speakers

9am Washington | 2pm London | 9pm Singapore
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Day One 6 October

Sustainable 
Infrastructure 
Indicators

Session 3 | Sustainable Infrastructure Indicators

Mobilising Investment for a Sustainable 
Recovery

The response to the global pandemic and the need to shape a 
recovery that avoids a prolonged depression and delivers a 
sustainable future for people and the planet calls for urgent 
global action. 

Sustainable infrastructure can play a critical role for leading the 
transition towards more sustainable, resilient and inclusive 
economic, environmental, and social pathways. To mobilize 
investment at scale, public and private sector players are 
working on developing Sustainable Infrastructure Investment 
Indicators. 

This panel will cover the latest market updates and set a pathway 
to accelerate the ambition towards a sustainable economic 
recovery.

Sergio Forte
Deputy CEO of 
Investment Banking
Banco Nacional de Obras y 
Servicios Públicos, S.N.C

Fuat Savas 
Executive Director
J.P. Morgan

Christian Deseglise
Head of Sustainable 
Finance and Investments 
HSBC

Moderator
Gema Sacristan 
Chief Investment Officer
IDB Invest

Speakers

11am Washington | 4pm London | 11pm Singapore
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Day Two 7 October

Green Cities –
Smart Solutions

Session 1 | Green Cities – Smart Solutions

Smart solutions are critical in helping cities reach their green and 
sustainability goals. The recent crisis has further stressed that 
urban improvements should be underpinned by smart 
technology, as smarter cities have been able to mitigate the 
pandemic quicker and more efficiently than others. 

In this webinar, mayors, financiers and urban experts will discuss 
the needs, challenges, and opportunities in incorporating smart 
solutions in the post-COVID green recovery. 

Veera Mustonen
Smart City expert,
Chief Specialist
MDI

Petre Shilegov
Mayor of the City of 
Skopje
North Macedonia

Leslie Maasdorp
Vice President,
Chief Financial Officer
New Development Bank

Moderator
Susan Goeransson
Director, Head of Infrastructure Europe, 
Sustainable Infrastructure Group
EBRD 

Speakers

7am Washington | 12pm London | 7pm Singapore
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Day Two 7 October

Reducing the Global 
Infrastructure 
Investment Gap 

Session 2 | Reducing the Global Infrastructure Investment Gap 

De-risking and Blending

According to the Global Infrastructure Hub, the estimated global 
infrastructure funding gap stands at USD 15 trillion until 2040, which is 
expected to widen over the medium term. 

Even though the COVID-19 crisis is dampening the investment appetite 
of the investors in the short-term, there is a growing interest among 
the investors to invest in infrastructure assets as they are looking to 
diversify their portfolios. 

Investment opportunities within the infrastructure sector can meet 
these expectations in terms of deal size and financial returns. 
However, multiple challenges in terms of de-risking still need to be 
addressed to multiply the investments. 

The MDBs along with other DFIs play an important role as catalysts for 
investments, as the investors often appreciate their expertise and 
‘political clout’ in new investments that are perceived risky. 

Blended Concessional Finance co-investments help challenging 
infrastructure projects achieve financial closure through de-risking 
solutions and by helping rebalance risk-return expectations of 
pioneering projects. Successes of initial pilot projects can be 
replicated with lesser or no blended finance co-investments.

Nancy Lee 
Senior Policy Fellow
Center for Global 
Development

Fathima Hussain
Project Finance 
Head for Europe
Standard Chartered 
Bank

Sedef Yavuz-Noyan
Head of PPP Department, 
Strategy and Budget 
Office
Presidency of 
Turkish Republic

Moderator Opening Remarks

Speakers

Joachim von 
Amsberg
Vice President, 
Strategy and Policy
AIIB

Hans Peter Lankes
VP Economics & Private 
Sector Development
IFC

9am Washington | 2pm London | 9pm Singapore
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Day Two 7 October

Infrastructure 
Project Preparation

Session 3 | Infrastructure Project Preparation

Ensuring Sustainability and Resilience Post 
COVID-19

Enhancing the quality and increasing the quantity of infrastructure 
development has persistently faced many challenges over the past 
decades, and still registers significant deficits particularly in 
developing and emerging economies, with efforts to crowd-in private 
investment also needing more to be done to register the desired 
impacts. 

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic makes this situation worse, 
presenting new challenges in the development of priority 
infrastructure but also sustaining existing assets. However, as 
Governments are now facing even greater pressure for results, 
infrastructure offers an effective economic stimulus measure.  

The role of multilateral development banks (MDBs) and project 
preparation facilities (PPFs) are critical to support developing country 
government efforts to prepare sustainable and quality infrastructure 
pipelines that crowd-in private investment. Quality project 
preparation—in line with best practices and taking into account the 
G20 Principles for Quality Infrastructure Investment (QII)—will be 
critical to help countries build back better. 

The session will address how to get infrastructure right through:
• Ensuring good quality preparation to attract financing and 

investment
• Ensuring sustainability of the assets to be built
• Considering how to achieve these objectives within the context of 

the present COVID pandemic
• Addressing how these approaches might be impacted post COVID-

19, and the critical role that project preparation will play

Dr Srinivas Sampath
Chief of the PPP
Thematic Group 
ADB

Amadou Hott
Minister Economic 
Planning and Cooperation
Senegal

Solomon Quaynor
Vice President, Private 
Sector, Infra & 
Industrialization, AfDB

Jerome Haegali
Group Chief Economist 
and Managing Director
Swiss RE

Moderator
Naffissatou Diouf
Acting Director of Communications 
AfDB

Speakers

11am Washington | 4pm London | 11pm Singapore
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Day Three 8 October

Smart & Green 
Grids

Session 1 | Smart & Green Grids

Smart grids utilise technologies and digital information for 
enabling the electrical system automation and to allow for a two-
way flow of electricity and information for monitoring and 
controlling the system. 

The system provides real time information and allows 
instantaneous balance of power supply and demand. The smart 
grids allow customers to purchase cleaner, lower carbon 
emitting generation, promote deployment of Renewable Energy 
sources and allow access to an environmentally friendly power 
stations.

The session will discuss the development of smart grids and to 
what extend they contribute in making the promote the concept 
of green grids. More specifically it will cover:

• The main features of smart grids and their contribution to 
climate change issues and CO2 emission reduction

• Challenges facing the promotion of smart green grids
• Factors that could help in overcoming these challenges from 

the private sector and public entity's point of views
• Proposed financing models that could help promoting smart 

and green grids

Harry Boyd-Carpenter
Director, Head of 
Energy EMEA Region
EBRD

Radhouane Dakhli
Manager for Research 
and Development
STEG

Kaifeng Yu
Environmental Engineer, 
Senior Manager 
GEIDCO

Radia Sedaoui
Chief Energy, Climate 
Change & Natural Resource 
Sustainability cluster
UN Economic Social 
Commission of West Asia

Moderator
Mohammed AlSayed
Manager, Economic Infrastructure
IsDB

Speakers

7am Washington | 12pm London | 7pm Singapore
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Day Three 8 October
Perspectives on 
Accelerating the 
Deployment of Electric 
Mobility

Session 2 | Perspectives on Accelerating the Deployment of 
Electric Mobility

This session aims to create awareness of current trends and 
market direction in the E-Mobility space. 

Panellists will discuss particular challenges faced in accelerating 
the deployment of EVs, especially in the context of the current 
pandemic environment. 

The session will aim to leave the audience with practical 
examples of policy, technology and financial solutions, as well as 
avenues for coordinating with other institutions. 

Moderator Closing Remarks
John Graham Neil Valentine
Principal Industry Head of Division, Projects 
Specialist, Global Directorate, Mobility
Transport Group Department 
IFC European Investment 

Bank

Speakers
Anja van Niersen
Chairman
Allego, European EV 
charging company

Stella Li
President
BYD Motors Inc.

Karthick Athmanathan
SVP & Head- eMobility
Ashok Leyland Limited

Thomas Fabian
Commercial Vehicles 
Director ACEA
The Association of 
European Automobile 
Constructors

9am Washington | 2pm London | 9pm Singapore
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Day Three 8 October

InfraTech
Building Back Better

Session 3 | InfraTech: Building Back Better

This session is to discuss disruptive technology applied in 
infrastructure that enables leapfrogging advances in terms of 
designing, building, managing and monitoring infrastructure and 
infrastructure services. 

G20 recently adopted Riyadh InfraTech Agenda which is 
supported by three studies, InfraTech Value Drivers, InfraTech
Use cases, and InfraTech Policy Toolkit. Participants will have an 
opportunity to hear the details of this important initiative and 
underlying analytics. 

Panellists will also share how MDBs and countries they are 
representing are adopting InfraTech in their policies and 
operations.

Moderator
Imad Fakhoury
Director, IPG
World Bank

Speakers
Paul Lam
Strategy and 
Policy Officer
AIIB

Rakan Bin Dohaish
Policy Lead
Saudi G20 Finance 
Track Program

Monica Bennett
Director of Thought 
Leadership
Global Infrastructure Hub

Fatouma Toure
Ibrahima
Manager, IPG
World Bank

11am Washington | 4pm London | 11pm Singapore
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Hosted by

Organised by

In collaboration with

Don’t miss out, register now!

Register your place via IPFA’s website 
www.ipfa.org/GIForum2020

You will have the opportunity to register your place for each 
of the sessions detailed on the previous pages. 

Please note all sessions are recorded and will be available to 
access after the forum on demand. If you register for one 
webinar you will receive an alert with the recordings for all 
sessions.

Take a look at the full list of IPFA activities here
www.ipfa.org/events/webinars

http://www.ipfa.org/GIForum2020
http://www.ipfa.org/events/webinars

