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Request for Proposals for the Operation of the MassBroadband123 Network 
 
On June 30, 2022 Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MassTech) issued a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) to solicit responses from broadband network operators (Respondents) to 
operate, manage, market, maintain, and extend the 1,200 mile MassBroadband 123 Network 
(MassTech Network). Following the selection of a preferred Respondent, MassTech will enter 
into a Network Operating Agreement (NOA) with the preferred Respondent. 

 

The MassTech Network is a state-owned, open-access, carrier-grade, middle-mile 
telecommunications network that became operational in early 2014. The Network consists of 
952 miles of constructed fiber, 192 miles of leased fiber, and strand counts on the backbone 
that vary between 72 and 288 strands. Further details about the MassTech Network can be 
found in the RFP. 

 
MassTech is conducting an open, public, competitive procurement process to select an operator 
and proposals will be evaluated according to a combination of technical and financial criteria to 
determine the best value to the Commonwealth. Proposals are due on September 9, 2022, and 
a Respondents’ video conference will be held on July 27, 2022. The preferred Respondent’s 
award date is anticipated to be on October 31, 2022. 

 

MassTech is looking to enter into a 15-year NOA with the preferred Respondent whereby the 
selected operator will have the right to operate a wholesale and retail business, and invest in 
and expand beyond the existing network. With the selection of an operator, MassTech aims to 
improve broadband access conditions, ensure that end-user customers are offered affordable 
broadband services, and promote increased availability of, and competition for, broadband 
access and related services. 

 
MassTech is an independent public instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
chartered by the Commonwealth to serve as a catalyst for growing its innovation economy. 
MassTech brings together leaders from industry, academia, and government to advance 
technology-focused solutions that lead to economic growth, job creation, and public benefits in 
Massachusetts. MassTech has five primary divisions: The Innovation Institute at the MassTech 
Collaborative, the Massachusetts Broadband Institute (MBI), the Massachusetts e-Health 
Institute, the Massachusetts Cybersecurity Center, and the Center for Advanced Manufacturing. 
For additional information about MassTech and its programs and initiatives, please visit our 
website at www.masstech.org. 
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